
POPULATION AND VITAL STATISTICS. 117 

160. According to the above figures, the deaths from ^ y . 
typhoid and simple cont inued fever in 19 cities w i t h a united11' 
population of 675,614 i n 1886 was 0"36 per 1,000 l iving. ESSgSS. 
In London in 1885, w i th a populat ion of 4,083,928, the 
deaths from typhoid were 015 , and from simple and ill 
defined fever 0'02 ; in the same year in England and Wales 
from the same causes the deaths were 0"11 and 0'02 re­
spectively per 1,000 l iving. In I re land in 1886, the deaths 
from the same causes, w i t h a populat ion of 5,114.836, were 
0-14 and 0 0 1 respectively per 1,000 l iving. "While the death 
rate in London from both causes combined was 019 per 
1,000 living, in Montreal it was 0'49 in Ot tawa 0"45, and in 
Toronto 0"32. 

161. Serious as these figures are in themselves, w h e n cause of 
the returns for the current year are publ ished thev wil l be break of 

J x • typhoid in 

found still more alarming, and it is plainly the du ty of j^f1113" 
civic and municipal authorities to take vigorous and im­
mediate steps towards remedying th is dangerous state of 
affairs. The colony of Queensland in 1884 suffered from a 
similar visitation, and the following extract from the 
Register General 's report for that year describes so closely 
the condition of affairs in Canada, tha t it is wor th quot ing : 
" The absence of the ordinary rain, cleansing the open 
" water-courses and drains in our large centres of populat ion 
" and also washing all impurit ies from the surface, rendered 
" the task imposed on the various Boards of Heal th of 
" cleansing our cities and towns , a very difficult one. I t is 
" evident from the result that, unaided by nature in the 
" manner indicated, they have been unable to combat 
" successfully wi th the death-dealing germs engendered 
" dur ing the hot and dry season in 1884. The increased 
" mortality from this cause, the highest ever recorded in the 
" colony, mus t be looked upon "with the utmost gravity, 
" and those charged wi th the sanitary conditions of our 


